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Minutes of the Council meeting held at the Coracle Hall, Llechryd at 7pm on the 8th April, 2024 in accordance with The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021. Virtual access was also provided.
				


Prior to the meeting opening, five members of the public asked to speak. 
A group of houses in Waungiach were suffering from trees on a neighnouring property interfering with their light and enjoyment of their gardens and asked if the Council could do anything to assist in resolving the problem. The owner of the trees was not inclined to do anything. The County Councillor asked the complainants to do all they could to resolve the situation themselves before she asked the County Council officers to look into the situation.
Cllr Clive Wychwood then raised the matter of his being referred to the Public Services Ombudsman. Cllr Wychwood stated :  "I would like it recorded that I have received notice from the Public Services Ombudsman that I have had an official complaint made against me under the Code of Conduct. I understand that other Members have been similarly cited. I would also like it recorded that the Ombudsman dismissed all counts against me, found no reason in the complaint to investigate and is subsequently taking no further action. Because of my previous friendly relations with the complainant their actions have both concerned me and surprised me. I have spoken to the acting Clerk and Chairman about this and have taken legal advice. The sum of which is that, for the time being, the only comments I am going to make is to say that I am unconvinced that the complainant has been acting entirely on their own initiative and I do feel very sorry that they have been involved like this. I bear them no ill at all and see no reason to bring action toward them as individuals. I don’t think making issue with the complainant is in the best interests of this community, and the best interests of the community is, and will continue to be, my priority in whatever decision I make going forwards." 
Cllrs El Tawab and Simmons had similarly had complaints against them dismissed. 

Present:
Cllr. Iwan Davies (Chairman), Cllr Jan Culley (Acting Proper Officer), Cllrs.  Amanda Edwards, Colin Lewis, Ken Symmons,, Clive Wychwood,  Garethe El Tawab, Hywel Davies.
CC A Edwards
Members of the public: 0

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs. Richard Rose, Ruth Davies,

2. Declarations of interest on Matters arising from the Agenda.
None

3. Confirmation of Order of the Agenda and identification of any items that might be resolved in confidential session.
The Agenda was accepted as presented.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Confirmation of Minutes of 4th March 2024
Noted that Cllr Hywel Davies has one “l” in his name.

	Proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record
	Seconded
	

	Cllr A. Edwards
	Cllr C. Wychwood
	Carried



5. Update on Meeting arrangements.
No report

6. Planning. 
Application A240147 was discussed with a decision to support.
	Proposed that application A240147 be supported
	Seconded
	

	Cllr. A. Edwards
	Cllr K. Symmons
	Carried



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Planning enforcement
Nothing brought forward.

LDP 2 Update
Nothing brought forward.

7. County Councillors’ Report
Cllr A. Edwards reported :
Flooding/Highways – 
No Update as yet on the Cardi water problem.
Litter Pick –
We carried out a successful litter pick on a Sunday morning in the last month and went from Croesllan crossroads down to Manarafon and some went up to Hafold Lwyd.
Eight heavy bags were collected and a big thank you to the councillors who supported.
Single Transferable Vote –
It was voted in the council meeting on the 21st March that the council would go to public consultation on the decision of the proposed new voting system.
Boundary Changes – 
The proposed draft proposal has been published by the Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Part 2 of the Community Review. As you will be aware, the Commission is undertaking this review on behalf of the County Council.The report can be found at Ceredigion Community Review - Draft Proposals | LDBCW (gov.wales)
An 8 week consultation period commences and will run until 13 May 2024. One important point to note is that any representations made to the Commission needs to include evidence and justification for the views being put forward. The Commission will be notifying Town and Community Council Clerks directly, as well as anybody who submitted a representation during the first consultation.
The proposed changes to Llangoedmor would be moving a few to Beulah and Aberporth and a few from there to us and the current electors of 951 would go to 953 and councillors from 11 to 7.
New signs – 
Pleased to see new signs on the Croesyllan crossroads on the way into Cardigan.
Cardigan Memorial pool and hall –
You will all have heard about the terrible news of the closure of Cardigan pool. Have been liaising with the cabinet member and Cllr Clive Davies from Cardigan town council to do all we can to ensure that the pool is reopened. 
There is currently a lot of work going on with the Friends of Cardigan pool and we wish them well in presenting the proposal to Ceredigon Council. 
Dog Attack –
There was recently a dog attack on a cat which was dealt with initially by the police, but following getting in touch with the council dog warden, they intervened and the dog has been removed from the property and will not be returned.
Site visit at Padarn suite - 
I attended the Padarn suite in Aberystwyth for a workshop on Respite and day services. A very informative session explaining the services available to local residents. Discussed were the issues that we are currently facing and looking for suggestions for improvements.
We received a guided tour of the facilities 
Cered – Welsh learning - 
The Cered coffee morning will be moved to an evening class to see if it is more convenient with local users. 
Cllr Edwards was asked if efforts should be made to ensure that the refuse site at Penparc remains open and replied that at the moment there is no proposal to close it.

8. Finance and Administration
8.1 Monthly Payments
	Proposed that the tabled figures be accepted
	Seconded
	

	Cllr A. Edwards
	Cllr G. El Tawab
	Passed



8.1.1 Bank Reconciliation

8.2 Land Registration / Lease
Awaiting new Clerk.

8.3 Grants Budget

8.4 Tree survey quotation
The chestnut tree by the Millennium Shelter is to be surveyed

9. Committees
The Finance and Governance Toolkit for Town and Community Councils
No meeting to be held until a new Clerk is in post.
HR Committee
In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, it was Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act, 1960, Section 1.
It was reported that Keith Jones has been interviewed and wishes to start at Pay Point 14.
	Proposed that Keith Jones be offered the post of Clerk with a starting point of 14
	Seconded
	

	Cllr C. Wychwood
	Cllr H. Davies
	Carried



At this point the meeting was re-opened to the public and press.

10.  Highways and Public Rights of Way
10.1 Action areas – Highways to include Croes-y-Llan

10.1.1 Mapping for village nameplates and speed
Cllr A. Edwards is to provide Cllr J. Culley with a map so that copies can be made.

10.1.2 Crossing in Llechryd
Deferred.

 
10.2 Footpaths / open spaces
Cllr G. El Tawab suggested that landowners should be asked to erect Right of Way signs on their property

10.2.1 Llechryd bridge / river. To note current situation and agree any further actions.
A Pembrokeshire Councillor has agreed to look at the problem of erosion on the left bank.

11. Amenities

11.1 Toilet Block
An electrician is to be asked to check the system.

11.2 Play Area / Field

11.3 Church of the Holy Cross, Llechryd
The Faculty process has started but copies of previous correspondence are required to proceed. The acting Clerk undertook to forward correspondence.

11.4 Millenium Building

11.5 Memorial bench for residents
Installation is to be arranged by Cllrs. Rose, R. Davies, H. Davies and Symmons.

11.6 Allotment provision
No progress.

11.7 Bus shelters

11.8 Defibrillators
There is a need to find the records for the Llangoedmor defibrillator. The new Clerk will keep the live records. Cllr A. Edwards agreed to organise another training session.

11.9 Noticeboards
Cllr Richard Rose is to be asked to report on the current state of the toilet block notice board.

11.10 Grit Bins
No progress.

12. Events

12.1 Community First Aid Grant
Cllr C. Wychwood suggested a full-day community event. Agreed that Cllr Wychwood should proceed to pursue the idea.

12.2 Training Plan
Infornation on training courses availability is to be circulated.

12.3 Code of Conduct Training for Councillors
A Group Session is still being arranged. Care is needed when using social media to differentiate between individual or personal views and that of the Council.
Social contact between Councillors outside of meetings is to be encouraged.and communication between the Council, councillors and the public should be discussed.

13. Meeting Reports
13.1 School Governors

13.2 Coracle Hall
The hall has recently been cleared of rubbish.

13.3 PACT meeting
Speeding and anti-social behaviour has been discussed.

13.4 Resilience Group
No action beyond keeping a careful eye on river levels.

13.5 OVW Regional Committees

13.6 Ethics and Standards Committee


13.7 River Stakeholders Group


14.Correspondence (to include consultation documents not covered under any other heading).
The problem of how to communicate information to the wider community was raised.

15. Personal Matters – Councillors’ exchange of information
Cllr Wychwood is formulating a response to a review of speed limits.
Cllr Eswards is liaising with Ceredigion Council about access to information.
The Chairman has been invited to Cardigan’s Mayor Making.
The Chairman’s Dinner is being arranged.
Agreed that the Council should send a card to Margaret Hewett.

15. Date of next meetings
Monday, 13th May, 2024, at 7pm.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting closed at 9 27 pm.

Chairman’s signature	Dated: 
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